Environmental protection licence: EPL by CEA
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
LICENCE SCHEME 
Since 1980 the economy of Sri Lanka has been changed 
from agriculture based to industrial based economy. Several 
industries have been started to operate since then. The 
quality of the natural environment has started to 
deteriorate due to the wastes generated from the 
industries such as waste water, air emissions, noise, 
vibration and solid waste. 
Although industrial activities are an essential part of the 
development process of Sri Lanka, these industrial activities 
have to operate without causing adverse effects to the 
receiving environment and human health. 
The National Environmental Act (NEA) leads towards the 
concept of sustainable development. The Environmental 
Protection License (EPL) is a regulatory tool under the 
provisions of the NEA to control the environmental 
pollution caused by the industrial activities. 
There is a wrong conception that the EPL scheme obstruct 
the development of industries. This hand book is prepared 
in order to clarify the issues incorporated in the scheme and 
make the public / industrialists aware so that they will 
become aware of the insight in the EPL scheme. 
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What is an EPL? 
EPL is a regulatory tool under the NEA to control the 
discharge of effluents, deposition of wastes, 
emission of smoke / gases / fumes /vapour or 
excessive noise / vibration in to the environment by 
certain activities. 
Which activity has to obtain EPL ? 
All the activities which are prescribed by the 
regulation (please see para 04) of the NEA have to 
obtain EPL which is a legal requirement. 
Aim and objectives of an EPL 
The aim/objective of an EPL is preventing or 
controlling the discharge, deposition or emission of 
waste and streamline the activity to operate in an 
environmental friendly manner and thereby 
maintaining sustainability in the development 
process of the nation. 
What are the prescribed activities ? 
Altogether 138 industries/ activities are published 
in the Gazette Notification No: 1533/16 dated 
25.01.2008 as prescribed activities under parts A, B, 
andC. 
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5. From where an EPL could be obtained ? 
EPL for any prescribed activity under parts "A" and 
"B" in the Gazette Notification No: 1533/16 of 
25.01.2008 has to be obtained from the CEA 
Provincial or District Offices. 
EPL for prescribed activities under part "C" have to 
be obtained from respective Local Authorities 
(Municipal Council/Urban Council/ Pradeshiya 
Sabha) where the prescribed activities are located. 
The powers of the CEA with regard to issue EPL have 
been delegated to the Local Authorities. 
Any prescribed activity which is registered under 
section 17 of the Act of the Board of Investment of Sri 
Lanka (BOI), has to be obtained EPL from BOI 
situated in No. 1768, World Trade Centre - West 
Tower, Colombo 01. 
Any prescribed activity which is situated in the North 
Western Province has to be obtained EPL from the 
North Western Provincial Environmental Authority 
(NWPEA) situated at Maligawa, Kurunagala. The EPL 
procedure mentioned here is not applicable for the 
prescribed activities in the North Western Province. 
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How to apply for an EPL ? 
Relevant EPL application forms could be obtained 
free of charge from the CEA or downloaded from the 
website of the CEA www.cea.lk. 
EPL application forms could also be obtained from 
Local Authorities. 
Duly filled EPL application has to be submitted to 
relevant licensing authority. 
Documents to be submitted with an EPL 
application 
• Certificate for Registration of the Business (If the 
activity is registered) 
• Trade licence or receipt received from relevant 
local Authority/ Building plan approval/ 
Certificate of conformity/ No objection letter 
obtained from relevant local Authority. 
• Survey plan of the land. If the land concerned is 
state owned, authorization to release the land 
for the particular purpose. 
• Road map to the land/site showing the main 
landmarks from the nearest town. 
Requirements to be fulfilled to obtain an EPL 
The applicant shall take necessary action to maintain 
the quality of the waste to conform to the standards 
and criteria stipulated by the regulations of the NEA. 
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9. Rejection of an application 
Applications which contain incorrect information, 
not properly/duly filled or applications submitted 
without required documents are rejected and the 
applicant is informed so. However when the 
application is re submitted making all the corrections 
it will be accepted again for processing. 
10. Payments with the EPL application 
Based on the details furnished by the industrialist, 
the relevant Provincial Office/District Office of the 
CEA decides the amount of the inspection fee. 
Prescribed activities for which the EPL issuing power 
of the CEA has been delegated, the relevant 
authority will decide the fee. 
Normally the 
• Minimum amount of the inspection fee is 
Rs.3000.00 + applicable Government taxes. 
• Maximum amount is Rs.10,000.00 + applicable 
Government taxes. 
• For special activities inspection fees could vary 
subjected to the decision of the Board of 
Directors. 
11. Who carry out the inspection? 
Inspecting officers of relevant licensing authorities 
will carry out the field inspection. Usually the 
inspection will be carried out within fourteen (14) 
days from the date of payment of the inspection fee. 
However according to the urgency of the need, 
changes may be made to this schedule. 
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Although the inspecting officers have the right to 
enter in to the premises, the industrialists have the 
authority to enquire the identity of the inspecting 
officers before permitting them into their premises. 
12. Who will make the decision of issuing EPL ? 
Decision to issue EPL will be made by the authorized 
officer of the CEA/ Provincial Office/ District Office/ 
Local Authorities based on the observations and 
recommendations of the inspecting officers. 
13. What is the basis of the decision for the issue 
of EPL? 
At the time of decision making for the issue of EPL, 
if the discharges/ deposits/ emissions generated 
from the prescribed activity conform to the standards 
and criteria stipulated by the CEA, then the decision 
to issue the EPL will be made by the issuing 
authority. 
14. When will be the decision to refuse the EPL is 
made? 
If waste generated from any activity doesn't conform 
to the stipulated standards and criteria by the CEA, 
then the issue of EPL is refused. The refusal letter 
will be sent to the applicant under the signature of 
the authorized officer. 
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15. EPL fee and validity period of an EPL 
• For the activities in Part "A" maximum validity 
period of an EPL is one year from the date of issue 
and the EPL fee is Rs. 7,500.00 -fapplicable 
Government taxes. 
• For the activities in Part "B" maximum validity 
period of an EPL is three years from the date of 
issue and the EPL fee is Rs. 6,000.00 + applicable 
Government taxes. 
• For the activities in Part "C" maximum validity 
period of an EPL is three years from the date of 
issue and the EPL fee is Rs. 4,000.00 +applicable 
Government taxes. 
Further details on this could be obtained from the 
Gazette Notification NO: 1534/18 dated 01.02.2008 
16. When shall the EPL fee paid? 
When the decision of issuing EPL is made by the 
authorized officer, applicable conditions to the EPL 
will be prepared and submitted to the authorized 
Officer for approval. Once the approval is granted the 
applicant will be informed. The applicant has to 
make the payment of EPL fee only after intimation by 
the relevant officer in the CEA. 
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17. Renewal of the EPL 
The EPL has to be renewed, and the renewal 
application should be submitted; 
• Before three months prior to the date of expiry 
of the EPL 
• Before one month effecting any changes, 
alterations or extensions to the activity. 
EPL Renewal application forms shall be obtained 
from where the EPL application forms are available. 
18. Whether inspection fee has to be paid when 
renewing the EPL ? 
Inspection fee is obtained only when the 
applications for the first EPL is submitted. Therefore 
it is not necessary to pay the inspection fee for the 
EPL renewal. 
How ever if the applicant fails to submit the renewal 
application on time, he/she has to submit a fresh EPL 
application instead of the EPL - Renewal 
application. In these circumstances he/she has to 
pay the inspection fee also. 
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19. Suspension / cancellation of EPL 
An EPL may be suspended / cancelled under any of 
the following circumstances. 
• Violation of any terms, standards and conditions 
in an EPL. 
• Since issue of the license the receiving 
environment has been altered or changed due to 
natural factors or otherwise. 
• Continued discharge, deposit or emission of 
waste into the environment under the EPL affects 
any beneficial use of the environment adversely. 
• Discharge, deposit or emission of waste into the 
environment could affect the sustainability of the 
surrounding environment. 
Under Section 23 A of NEA, before issuing an order of 
suspension or cancellation of an EPL, the CEA may 
give the holder of the EPL an opportunity to show 
cause why such order should not be issued. 
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20. What is the difference between the 
suspension and cancellation of an EPL ? 
The EPL is suspended when the waste generated due 
to the activity does not conform to the standards and 
criteria, but this situation could be rectified and the 
quality of waste could be brought back to the 
stipulated standards and criteria. If the EPL holder 
takes action to meet the standards then the 
suspended EPL can be reactivated again. 
If the quality of the waste exceeds and does not 
conform to the standards and criteria, the EPL will 
be cancelled. The applicant has to submit a fresh 
application in this regard and obtain a new EPL. 
21. Appealing procedure 
An EPL applicant who is aggrieved by the refusal of 
the EPL by the CEA, or an EPL holder who is 
aggrieved by the suspension or cancellation of EPL. 
• Can make an appeal in writing to the Secretary 
of the Ministry in-charge of the subject of 
Environment. 
• This appeal has to be made within thirty days 
from the date of notifications of such decision. 
• An appeal is heard by the secretary. All the parties 
concerned will participate in the hearing of the 
appeal, and the decision of the secretary is the 
final and conclusive. 
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22. Legal provisions in the EPL procedure 
Operation of a prescribed activity with out a valid 
EPL or without conforming to the standards and 
criteria stipulated by the CEA is an offense 
punishable under the NEA. On conviction the 
offender is liable to a fine not less than Rs.10,000/= 
or to a term of imprisonment not less than one year 
or both such fine and imprisonment. 
If a convict continues to carry on such activity 
without obtaining an EPL, the Director General or 
any officer authorized by the director General could 
request for a closure order from the court. 
23. What are the obligations of an EPL holder ? 
• If any changes or expansion are made or 
proposed to be made to an EPL bearing 
prescribed activity, the EPL holder has to notify 
the same to the EPL issuing Authority. 
o He/She should take action to 
dispose/discharge/emit waste to conform to the 
standards and criteria stipulated in the NEA. 
• He/She should take action to submit application 
on time to renew the EPL. 
• He/She has to comply with any 
instructions/conditions given by the EPL issuing 
Authority. 
• EPL holder should take action to submit 
analytical reports as requested by the EPL issuing 
Authority. 
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• EPL holder has to permit any officer authorized 
the EPL issuing Authority to enter into the 
industrial premises for inspection. 
24. Benefits for an EPL holder ' 
• The EPL holder will become a stakeholder in 
protecting the environment by controlling the 
pollution to a minimal level. 
• He/She will be eligible to apply for loans from the 
banks to carryout further improvements to 
the industry and process. 
• The EPL holder will be able proceed towards the 
international obligations (such as ISO 
certification) as he fulfils national requirements 
to control pollution. 
• The possibility of having protests of objections 
from the neighborhood is less as he has taken 
action to reduce the environmental pollution. 
• The EPL holder is legally protected. 
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25. EPL for industries registered under the Board 
of Investment of Sri Lanka (BOI) 
EPL has to be obtained from the BOI for the 
prescribed activities which are registered under 
section 17 of the BOI Act. The CEA is engaged only in 
granting concurrence for the issue of EPL. 
26. EPL for the industries situated in the North 
Western Province. 
EPL has to be obtained from the North Western 
Provincial Environmental Authority, Maligawa, 
Kurunegala for the prescribed activities situated in 
Puttalam and Kurunegala Districts of the North 
Western Province and the EPL is issued according to 
a separate Act only applicable to the North Western 
Province. 
27. Places where more information on the EPL 
could be obtained ? 
More information on the EPL could be obtained from 
the CEA Head Office, Provincial, District Officers, Local 
Authorities, BOI (for the industry/activity registered 
under BOI Act) and the NWPEA (if the prescribed 
Industry or activity is situated in North Western 
province) 
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Contact Details : 
Central Environmental 
Authority 
Head Office: 
No. 104, Denzil Kobbekaduwa 
Mawatha 
"Parisara Piyasa" 
Battaramulla 
Telephone 
General'. (011)2872263, 
2872278, 2872415, 
2872419, 2873447-9, 
2873451,2888999 
K.H. MUTHUKUDA ARACHCHI 
Deputy Director General 
(Envt. Pollution Control) 
TP : (011)2873453 
DR. R.M.S.K.RATNAYAKE 
Director 
(Environmental Pollution Control) 
TP : (011)2873452 
No Provincial Offices & 
District Offices 
Officer In-charge Address Telephone No: / Fax No / 
E-mail 
1. Western Provincial 
Office 
Mr. N.S.Gamage 
Director 
Central Environmental Authority 
Provincial Office, Western Province 
No: 104, Denzil Kobbekaduwa Mawatha 
Battaramulla. 
011-4856187 
gamage@cea.lk 
2. Gampaha District 
Office 
Mr. H i . Kamal Priyantha 
Actg. Deputy Director 
Gampaha District Office, 
No. 15, Vidyala Rd, Gampaha. 
033-2232101 
3. Kalutara District 
Office 
Ms. H.D. Chandrika 
Assistant Director 
Central Environmental Authority, 
Kalutara District Office, 
No. 233/3, Central Junction, Nagoda, 
Kalutara. 
034-2221420 
No Provincial Offices & 
District Offices 
Officer In-charge Address Telephone No: / Fax No / 
E-mail 
4. Central Provincial 
Office 
Mr.K.G.T.N. Kiriella 
Director 
Central Environmental Authority 
Provincial Office 
Central Province 
Polgolla Dam, Polgolla. 
081-2494884 
081-4933160 
cearokandy@sltnet.lk 
5. NuwaraEliya District 
Office 
Mr. Ajith Amarasinghe 
Senior Environmental Officer 
Central Environmental Authority, 
District Office, 
District Secretariat, 
Nuwara Eliya. 
052-2223311 
071-4092576 
No Provincial Offices & 
District Offices 
Officer In-charge Address Telephone No: / Fax No / 
E-mail 
6. Southern Provincial 
Office 
Mr. H.S. Premachandra 
Director 
Central Environmental Authority 
Provincial Office 
Southern Province 
361/189,Egal Park, Dangedara, Galle. 
091-2233050 
091-2226772 
ceagro@sltnet.lk 
7. Hambantota District 
Office 
Ms. D.N.Gajadeera 
Assistant Director 
Central Environmental Authority 
Hambantota District Office 
No: 45, Weerakatiya Road, 
Tangalle. 
047-2241599 
dhbcea@sltnet.lk 
No Provincial Offices & 
District Offices 
Officer In-charge Address Telephone No:/Fax No / 
E-mail 
8. Sabaragamuwa 
Provincial Office 
Mr. Ajith Weerasundara 
Director 
Central Environmental Authority 
Provincial Office 
Sabaragamuwa Province 
No.38, Nagalle Road, Kegalle. 
035-2230449 
ceakg@sltnet.lk 
9. Ratnapura 
District Office 
Mr.E.R.H.S.Yomikumbura 
Senior Environmental Officer 
Central Environmental Authority, 
District Office, 
District Secretariat, 
Ratnapura 
045-2226984 
No Provincial Offices & 
District Offices 
Officer In-charge Address Telephone No: / Fax No / 
E-mail 
10. . Eastern Provincial 
Office 
Mr.S.Sivakumar 
Director 
Central Environmental Authority 
Provincial Office, Eastern Province, 
Priyantha Mawatha, Kantale. 
026-2234488 
071-5328343 
Cearegt2@sltnet.lk 
njbcea@yahoo.com 
11. Ampara District Office Mr.MAC.Najeeb 
Deputy Director 
Central Environmental Authority, 
Ampara District Office, 
2 n d lane,Ampara. 
063-2222192 
sroceaam@sltnet.lk 
12. Batticloa District 
Office 
Mr. S.Udayarajan 
Senior Environmental Officer 
Central Environmental Authority, 
Batticloa District Office, 
District Secretariats Office, 
Batticloa. 
065-2227522 
No Provincial Offices & 
District Offices 
Officer In-charge Address Telephone No: / Fax No / 
E-mail 
13. North Central 
Provincial Office 
Mr.W.Susantha 
Deputy Director 
Central Environmental Authority 
Provincial Office, North Central Province 
Pandulagama, 
Anuradhapura. 
025-2225999 
sroapura@slt.lk 
14. Uva Provincial Office Mr.S.M.A.Senanayaka 
Deputy Director 
Central Environmental Authority 
Provincial Office 
Uva Province 
Simon Peiris Hall, Badulla. 
055-2225305 
bsrocea@sltnet.lk 
No Provincial Offices & Officer In-charge Address Telephone No: / Fax No / 
District Offices E-mail 
15. Northern Provinceial Ms.V.Sathyakumar Central Environmental Authority 
Office Assistant Director Provincial Office, 021-2224050 
Northern Province, ceasrojf@sltnet.lk 
Jaffna District Secretariat Office, 
Jaffna. 
